
Drivers 
Mike Sherren 
David Pickles 
David Haswell 
Tim Hanson 
Daniel Tofts 
Bob Jones 
Ron Vale 
Ian Kelly 
Emma Greathead 
Geoffrey Tompkins 
Henry Wilson 
Michael Asberry 
Colin Barnes  
Charles Smith 
Tony Herbert 
Passenger Assistants 
Genene Pay 
Lorraine Parker 
Stuart Creed 
Shirley Freemantle 
Julia Simons 
Susan Dunstan 
Shannon Parker 
Kim Noviss 
Volunteers 
Valerie Rosi 
Douglas Southwick 

Administration 
Christine Urquhart 
Toni Parker 
IT Manager 
Steve Young 
Management  
Sally Gibson 
Mark Parker 
 

Management 
Committee members 
Fred Rule (Chairman) 
Cllr. Mike Gore 
Cllr. Richard Rampton 
Cllr. Gareth Barnard 
Douglas Southwick 
Kate Palmer 
Ian Urquhart 
Alison Swaddle 
Treasurer 
Gisela Sharpe 
Vehicle Technicians 
Marjez-Tech Ltd 
Passenger Lift Engineers 
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Contact Us… 
 

Unit 8, 171 Evendons Lane,  
WOKINGHAM, RG41 4EH 
 
0345 544 0850  
 
Enquiries:  
Open 8.30 am — 4.30 pm Mon-Fri 
(answerphone  at all other times.) 
 
Bookings:  
Open 9 am - 12.30 pm  Mon-Fri  
No answerphone facility  
 
Email: admin@keepmobile.org.uk 
Website: www.keepmobile.org.uk 
A Charity registered under the  
Industrial and Provident Societies 
Act 1965  Reg. number 27740R 
A member of the  
Community Transport Association  
and Midas 

Obituaries 
Sadly, we have said farewell to: 

Violet Ashby of Bracknell, aged 98   
Mary Ball of Twyford, aged 90          

Barbara Barrett of Wokingham, aged 77 
Pauline Bradley of Wokingham, aged 76 

Roger Cranfield of Woodley, aged 78 
James Franks of Wokingham, aged 92 
Violet Gregory of Wargrave, aged 89 

Raymond Smith of Wokingham, aged 86 
Betty Stiff of Wokingham, aged 91 

Peter Wickham of Wokingham, aged 88 

OUR charity begins at YOUR home  

Staff and Volunteers 

NEWSletter  

OUR charity begins at YOUR home 

Read all about how we celebrated 25 years of 
serving the community at our AGM on 8th April 

2017 

This Newsletter is dedicated to the 

founder members of  
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The beginning  Today 



 
 

Our 25th year’s AGM 
 

Yes, we have been operating for 25 
years, and we are all so excited for the 
next 25.  In 1989 I had a heart attack and 
was advised to take a day off work a 
week.  At the time, Heather Hodge who 
was working for me was setting up the 
Sandhurst Stroke Club and persuaded 
me to help at the club, which I did most reluctantly!  On my first visit I was given 
the task to push someone in a wheelchair.  That person was Nobby Clark who 
was a WW2 veteran pilot and he had done more towards defending this country 

than anyone I knew.  Well, he inspired me to 
stay as a volunteer for the club.  I started 
driving the minibus that the club used and 
went every week to the club and drove for 
them on outings.  Not long after I started I met 
up with Carole Marchant, another volunteer 
and some times she “escorted” on the bus.  
During one holiday period when the Stroke 
Club was closed due to a lack of volunteers, 

Carole and I decided to use a bus and take a few people out for the day.  This 
developed into a regular thing and we did it most Saturdays.  Soon word about 
our trips travelled and we  decided to start providing a programme of trips, set 
up a committee to enable us to become a separate entity and raise funds of our 
own.  We had lots of support from the 
County Council at the time and they 
provided a grant of £12,000 (equal to 
£25,000 now).  We started providing Dial a 
Ride as well as the Day Trips and also 
started to transport Social Services clients 
for respite etc.  By 1996 we had the 
support of various local Councils and in 
particular Sandhurst who made us the 
Mayor’s Charity in 1995 which lifted our 
profile no end and raised £13,000 in the 

Friends of Keep Mobile 
The Friends of Keep Mobile are going strong and have arranged a 
few fundraising events. We also do a monthly raffle. If you would 

like to join please call the office 0345 544 0850 

 



year from various activities by the 
council and our members.  
From there it has grown and grown, we 
now have a fleet of 12 buses helping 
elderly and disabled residents of 
Bracknell and Wokingham Boroughs to 
move outside their four walls and enjoy 
a more fuller life. 
 This year we are the Mayor’s Charity for 
both Wokingham and Bracknell towns 
and looking forward to being involved with both towns to promote, not only 
our services, but the regeneration of the town centres each of which can offer 
very different experiences for visitors.   
The AGM was very well supported as always.  We had many official dignitaries 
attend.  Food was provided by our local caterers, Mange Bien, and as expected 
first class and as always delicious, it included food styles based on the 1990’s,  
such as salmon and cucumber sandwiches, prawn vol-au-vents,  In addition we 
had a sweet cart with such sweets as flying saucers, fudge, bonbons, pear drops 
etc. which everyone enjoyed.  Following all of this we had a surprise 
performance by one of our drivers, Charles, of  Fire Eating.  Yes that’s right 
Charles is a fire eater in his spare time and entertained everyone with his 
amazing performance.  All in all a very successful AGM. So much so two Mayors 
Bracknell Town and Wokingham Town, were so impressed they have made us 
their charity of the year  
I would like to thank everyone who helped to make this occasion so successful 
by dedicating so much free time and all the work in producing the Annual 
Report, helping prepare the hall and of course Charles for his fire eating.  Thank 
you everyone for your effort during the last 25 years which has helped many 
people with their transport needs particularly at the times where it has needed 
a volunteer outside our funded times.  Best wishes 
for the coming year and we hope you can help us 
help the people needing transport.  Look out for 
some special trips and prices to celebrate our 25 
years. 
 
Best Wishes 
 



Are you or do you know anyone looking for a worth while 
part time job or wanting to do something for the 
community? 
We are looking for part time paid and volunteer drivers, as 
well as volunteer Passenger Assistants.  Full friendly 
training will be given so you don’t have to worry if you have 
never done anything like this before. 

 If you know anyone please get them to contact us. 
0345 544 0850 

Mange Bien ! 
Bespoke Catering 

 
Official caterers to Keep Mobile 
 
Paul Warren 
Managing Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 0118 97717536299 
Mobile 07717536299 
www. Mangebien.com 

 

Tel – 01276 608500     www.naturalinstinct.com 

 If you have an open fire, have chimneys swept once a year, or more 
often if you burn wood. 

 Get carbon monoxide detectors and smoke alarms fitted. 
 Use timers for plugs, lights and heating systems to turn things on and 

off automatically. 
 Help to prevent falls by making sure the house is well lit. Remove trip 

hazards such as rugs. Have grab rails fitted on the stairs and in the 
bathroom. 

 Use a personal alarm to alert people if you fall. 

The Lexicon at Bracknell  
This is due to open on 7th September. We are laying on a special shopping 
bus that day so please book it a week in advance it will get booked up quick. 
After that we will be going to The Lexicon on the 2nd Tuesday in October. But 
don’t forget you can always book a Dial a Ride. 
Bracknell Town Before  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The work 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lexicon 

 
 

http://www.naturalinstinct.com/


Keeping safe is important for everyone but It can be more of a concern 
when you have dementia, especially if you live alone. 

There are everyday risks around the home that dementia can make     
harder to deal with. You may experience: 

 memory problems, such as forgetting to turn things on or off 
 physical difficulties that can make it hard to use stairs or some items 

of furniture 
 changes in what makes you feel comfortable and secure 

 being confused about using appliances. 

There are lots of things you can do to reduce your risk and help with 
some of the problems you might face. By doing so you can stay safe at 
home and stay living there for longer. 

General tips 

 Keep a list of emergency phone numbers in a convenient location, 
eg near the telephone. You could also store names and numbers of 
important contacts in the phone so you don’t need to dial the num-
bers. 

 Keep other useful information to hand, including notes of where 
the    following things are:   

 stopcock (valve for turning off and on the cold water) 
 gas and electricity meters 
 fuses 
 first aid box. 
 Keep a large week-to-view diary in a familiar place and write im-

portant things down in it. 
 Get household appliances checked regularly. Keep records, and 

store them in a safe place. Remember to:  
 use a qualified electrician for electrical appliances 
 use a Gas Safe registered engineer for gas appliances. 

Keeping safe at home with Dementia 

 
Mike Gore & Sons      

Established 1973   

Specialising in 
FORD • VAUXHALL • OPEL • ROVER 
Real Value for Money • All makes of vehicle servicing and repairs • 
Electronic tuning and diagnostics • Auto electrics repairs •  
MOT preparation • test arrangement on request • 

If your car is roadworthy we can offer 
FREE collection and delivery service 

(excluding fuel).   

Contact us: 
  0118 973 4489 

   goreandsons@btconnect.com 
  www.mikegoreandsons.co.uk 
We are at: 
59 Kiln Ride, Wokingham. RG40 3PJ    

Members of Retail Motor Industry Federation                  
Payment is accepted by  cash, cheque or 

credit/debit card.            



 

Fundraising events this year  
Please get involved 

There are a number of events taking 
part this year. Last year we raised 
over £12,000 through the Friends of 
Keep Mobile.  This involved 
attending many of the local parish 
and town fêtes together with the 
larger shows such as the Sandhurst 
Donkey Derby, the May Day carnival 
and the Winter Carnival in 
Wokingham.  In addition to these we 

carry out street collections in both towns and other places such 
as the Meadows Shopping Centre and hopefully later this year 
back to Bracknell Town Centre.  We are always having good ideas 
but it needs people to help, so if you would like to get involved 
and have a bit of fun give us a call and see for yourself 
If you would like to help “The Friends of Keep Mobile” raise funds 
or just join the group to help with ideas please contact the office 

On 0345 544 0850 and ask to speak to Sally  

Breaking news (not fake news). 
 

We are all looking forward to taking delivery of our new bus in June. It will 
be known as “Crystal ” in memory of Mary Ball.  Whenever anyone asked 
Mary her name  she would say Ball, Crystal Ball. So we are calling our new 
bus Crystal. Keep an eye open in June you might get to ride on her.  
 
This being our 25th year of operation to celebrate this the 25th            
passenger on Crystal” will receive a free day trip of their choice for two 
people from the programme up to December this year.  

Keep booking those trips. 

Farewell to Mary Ball 
Mary died on Christmas Eve 2016 
Mary Ball was raised as a child in 
various Barnardo homes.  One year 
Mary asked if I would like to 
accompany her to a reunion to 
Barkingside village where she spent 
most of her childhood and whilst I felt 
sad about going it was a wonderful 
group of people.  Mary told me she 
had 80+  sisters and I have had the privilege of meeting many of them.  For                  
a number of years after that event I was able to take Mary to a number of her 
“sisters” living in many parts of the country. 
She  served on our committee since its formation in 
1992 and Mary was a very active member. She 
attended all of our functions and produced some 
wonderful knitted dolls which she would auction on 
our stall at the various fetes we were present at.  
Mary’s family name was Ball so she would 
introduce herself as Crystal Ball which confused 
many people. On days out if we were at a restaurant or a pub and she ordered 

a meal that came with peas she would ask for 
the peas to be in honey.  The staff would 
apologise but they don’t come with honey so she 
would say, welI, 1 can’t have them then as the 
honey is needed so that the peas would stick to 
the fork because she was unable to pick the peas 
up.  They would apologise and get her some 
honey.  Mary lived in Crowthorne and was 
always having visits by her family and many 

friends.  She was a bit of a comedian and would cause confusion with her 
comments such as once in the chemists she was approached by an assistant 
who asked if she needed help. Oh no thank you I was just looking at the 
contraceptives for my budgie.  She was left alone. 
She was always on our stall and would stay all day at fetes, participating in 
costume where necessary.  She will be missed so much , especially her humour 
and practical jokes which we all loved.  Mary never had a cross word to say 
against others.  Mary, you will always be in our hearts, god bless.     

Jack Neems, Mary  and Carole 

Some of Mary’s sisters 

Where Mary spent her youth 


